Adjective 

Independent and predicative adjectives take number marker and class 
marker; also case if used as nominal. As attribute, they are invariable. Thus 
idzed 'good\ ergative, idzedi, etc. -n, -s; pi. idzedar; but Idze& insandi hhuc kini 
'The good man killed the wolf (subject in ergative). 



Pronoun 




PERSONAL PRONOUN 




Singular 


Plural 


1 zun 


inch x'in 




excl cin 


2 wun 


kun 



These are declined in the four basic cases. Most dialects make no distinction 
between nominative and ergative, e.g. zun and wun being used for both. 
Forms for 3rd p. are supplied from the demonstrative series me, te, etc. 
The genitive form provides the possessive pronoun: ze cuj 'my brother'. 

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN 

me 'this', te 'that'; ge 'that (down there)'; le 'that (up there)', marked for case 
and number. 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN 

fislfus 'who'; dechned with obUque base in hin-'Ji 'what?'. E.g. hina kine hhuc 
'who killed the wolf?', where hina is the ergative case oifis 'who'; hhuc 'wolf 
is in the nominative case. 

RELATIVE PRONOUN 

None; a participial construction is used: 

kitab xuraje geda 'the boy who is reading the book' 

kitabar zas ruxuttare 'the books which I read' 

xurunaje kitab 'the book which was read' 

mi kitab.ar, was ruxuban.ttare 'these (are) the books which you must read', 

where was is the ergative case of wun 

Note metathesis of consonants: rux-/xur-; both forms of the root occur in 
spoken Agul. 
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Verb 

Like Lezgi, Agul has lost the grammatical class system which is typical of 
Dagestanian languages, and has not replaced it with inflection by personal 
endings. Conjugation is, therefore, analytic, on the model: personal pronoun 
- sense-verb in non-fmite form - auxihary (marked for present/past, 
affirmative/negative) . 
The non-finite forms used in the formation of tenses are: 

(a) The infinitive in -5, linked to stem by -a- or -e- depending on stem vowel: 
ruxas 'to read'; likes 'to write'. This is the base form for future and 
subjunctive. 

(b) Present gerund in -dU d'\ the base for imperfective forms. 

(c) Past gerund in -na\ base for perfective forms. 

AUXILIARY VERB 

To be' is defective: the present is ile\ negative, dawai, past /^//variants; 
negative, dawadi. For example wun idemi e 'you are a man'; wun idemi dawa 

'you are not a man'; zakas idemi x'ase T shall be a man' (ht. 'from-me a man 
will become'). 

Example of tense formation: 

zun/zas kitab xuruna.i -> xuruni 'I read (past) the book' 

wun/was kar aquna.i -» aquni 'you did the work' 

zun/zas kitab xuras.e 1 shall read the book' 
NEGATIVE FORMS 

The infinitive is negated by prefixing ^V)-; aqas 'to do': daqas 'not to do'. If 
a preverb is present, the negative marker follows it.qi kas 'to open': qldi.kas 
'not to open'. The -tt- infix in a verb changes that verb to its antonym: qacas 
'to put on (clothes)': qattacas 'to take (clothes) off. 

VOICE 

Active and passive are not formally distinguished. The participial form 
xuruf, for example (with petrified class marker -J), can mean, with reference 
to kitab 'book', '(he) who reads. . . ' or 'which was read'. 
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PARTICIPLE 

-a- is present marker; -w- past. The participle takes the plural (class) marker: 
aquf, pi. aquttar 'doing (in past)', where -/and -tt- are class markers. 

The participle of the auxiliary verb del re, plus the petrified class marker -/, 
is used to form subordinate clauses: /.<ie/ 'being', pi. ideJtar, neg. da.wa.f 
'not being', pi. da.waJtar; e.g. zas 'ax' x'eri, wun idje insan iref'l know you 
being a good man', i.e. 'I know that you are a good man'. 

MODAL AFFIXES 

E.g. ganalhana 'when . . . ': wun adigana 'when you came. . . '; zun xura.gana 
'when I was reading . . . '. 

In addition to the indicative mood there are subjunctive, conditional, 
imperative, and necessitative moods, the latter formed by attaching 
participial endings to the genitive form of the verbal noun: agub.an./ 'whsit 
has to be done (sing.)'; pi. aqub,an.tt,ar. 

LOCATIVE-DIRECTIONAL MARKERS 

{See noun, above.) These markers are prefixed to verbs as preverbs. 

Postpositions 

The case system is, in general, sufficiently rich; where necessary, adverbs of 
place/time can be used as postpositions. 

Word order 

SOV is usual; SVO occurs. 
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